
Resolution to Reduce Alcohol Related Problems
and Underage Drinking in Minnesota

WHEREAS, four out of ten Minnesota children take their first drink before age 141, and youth who use alcohol
before age 15 are four times more likely to be alcohol dependent than adults whose first drink
occurs after reaching the legal age of 212; and,

WHEREAS, alcohol plays a key role in the leading causes of death among youth (accidents, homicides, and
suicides) and is responsible for six times more youthful deaths than all illicit drugs combined3;
and,

WHEREAS, in 2004, 9.1% of Minnesota adults reported symptoms for substance abuse or dependence, yet
only about 7% of those Minnesotans (4.5% of those with alcohol disorder and 16.5% of those with
drug disorders) received treatment4, of which 55% was publicly-funded5; and,

WHEREAS, every year alcohol problems cost the state of Minnesota about $4.5 billion in lost productivity,
motor vehicle crashes, health care, criminal justice, and related costs6; and,

WHEREAS, Minnesota is facing a budget shortfall and desperately needs resources to support public safety,
law enforcement, treatment, detox services, and prevention of alcohol problems; and,

WHEREAS, increases in state excise taxes on alcohol have been recommended by many organizations,
including the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences, the American Medical
Association, and the multi-agency Minnesota Summit on Alcohol and Other Drug Issues
convened by the National Alliance for Model State Drug Laws (2005); and,

WHEREAS, Minnesota’s alcohol excise charges on beer and liquor have not been increased since 1987,
allowing inflation to erode significantly this source of state revenue; and,

WHEREAS, an increase in the alcohol excise tax equivalent to a nickel per drink would generate $112 million
in additional state revenue each year, which could be used to provide funding for programs and
services that would improve the lives of Minnesota families and communities,

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that this caucus urges the state party to include a plank that endorses
legislation to increase the alcohol excise tax by an equivalent of five cents per drink, the proceeds
of which should support funding for public safety, law enforcement, treatment, detox services, and
prevention of alcohol problems.
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